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Paulp Freirr
Edurator, Hhilosopher, Likerator

Paulo Freire accuses the have-nations of the world of using education as an

instrument of oppressing the have-nots. Consciously or subconsciously we have

guarded the means of literate communication to ourselves while keeping them from

; that other one-third of kumanity. Many great leaders in the past have been persecuted

3 for political and religious views that have threatened the national status quo. Paulo

' - Freire, born in Recife, Brazil, was jailed for seventy days and exiled from his home-

land for teaching peasants how to read and write theiy native language. His philosophy

f of literacy combines the thought of Martin Buber, Noam Chomsky, Ortega y Gasset,

: and St. Francis of Assisi. Instead of trading to the illiterates of the world the blocks

and stones of our own culture, Freire seeks to turn the spoken words for their familiar

surroundings and personal yearnings into the symbols that all can read and write.

The exercise is not one of hand-down domestication (slaves and animals can be

domesticated ), but a dialogic process of freeing the disadvantaged individual to become

literate, hence human. By explaining his simple but revolutionary method in books

and articles of several languages, and by actually practicing it, Paulo Freire is

motivating the conscience of the educational world into gramsing the consciousness

of kumanity to those who have never possessed it. The University of Michigan, there-
fore, homors this brave, brilliant, and selfless scholar with the degree
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