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REPORT OF PROGRAMME UNIT EDUCATION AND RENEWAL

Since the last meeting of the Central Committee new directors
have taken up their responsibilities in the sub-units on
Education (Dr. Ulrich Becker), Youth (Mr. Peter Moss) and
Renewal and Congregational Life (Rev. David Gill). Changes of
Sstructure and programme emphases decided upon by the Central
Committee have been implemented. Several consultations and
other meetings have taken place. The details are reported
below by each of the sub-units.

Several staff departures should be noted, The Rev. Leslie
Clements and the Rev, Rex Davis will leave the WCC in September.
The Rev., Gerson Meyer has transferred to the Latin America desk
of CICARWS. Mr. Yushi Nomura will be concluding a shcrt--term
assignment with this Unit and the Communication Department.
Candidates are being sought for five staff posts that are or
soon will be vacant.

The first meetings of all four sub-unit Working Groups will

take place immediately prior to the Central Committee, at which
point it will be necessary to update the report that follows.

SUB-UNIT ON EDUCATION

This sub-unit - enlarged by two new Programmes, Family
Ministries and the Portfolio on Biblical Studies - has been
trying to implement the main thrusts of its programme and the
recommendations from the 1976 Central Committee meeting, in a
more integrated approach. "The clear and confident articulation
of the Christian faith" is the unifying factor that binds to-
gether its programmes and activities "in the theological
education for the whole people of God, Christian and general
education”, planned or carried out in recent months.

With this emphasis, the sub-unit has followed up curriculum
development programmes in both Sunday schools and day schools.
Significantly, most of the curricula it sponsors pay special
attention to leadership developnent, €«.ge. East Africa(“ChrLstian
Living Today") and Latin America (New Life in Christ Curriculum).
The Oriental Orthodox Curriculum is being published in India

and Egypt. New requests for assistance in starting curriculum
projects sharpen the guestion: how can we help the churches
achieve a balanced recognition of both a theologically responsible
interpretation of Scripture and living traditions, and a realistic
and critical analysis of what people experience in life and for
which they have to be responsible? Education for ecumenism in


























































