Letters for
4 young nation

by Paulo Freire

m: E:{:“_”E'C Republic of Sao Tomé and Principe consists of
Kilome ﬂﬂl!C 'slands situated in the Gulf of Guinea, some 300
ehler “tehs' rom the coast of Africa. Formerly a Portuguese

% 100 00"6} l:,5""‘3"I‘-'“:"-“'ltl"ﬂ' (964 sq. km.: population less than
of U achieved independence in 1975 and became a member

~NESCo on 22 January 1880. Its economy is based on

agriculture, the main crops being cocoa, coffee, palm oil and
Eopra, Below we present excerpts from a literacy teaching

“”dl?W"} prepared by the Brazilian educator Paulo Freire as a
contribution to a literacy campaign recently launched in Sao
Tomé and Principe. The handbook is written in the form of
letters addressed to the country’s literacy workers and shows
how the method of education based on “conscientization”,
which Freire has developed, can be put into practice. It is
publlshad‘bv the Co-ordinating Commission of the Popular
Culture Circles of the Republic of Sao Tomé and Principe.

UR task is to enable many of our who can become specialists through work- of persons “on the way 10 literacy'’; we do
comrades, espacially but not exclu- ing with the people, nat for “‘experts’” who not speak of “literacy teachers” but af
srve{v lhose_ living in rural areas, to are remote from the people, do not believe “Culture Group Leaders whao work with tne

read and write, whu:h theyl were forbidden in the people, and are incapable of com- Circies of Culture; we do not talk apout

;apdo‘i.t';';'::e' the %':Iomal "ég""",e; This task is  municating with the people, lessons but about debates, about the puo-

' one. [he very decision to teach ; P le's authentic experience referred to by

people to read and write is a political act. alllfect!zac';?ilgg ?:c;p'eofi?icr:f‘:g"a *;:':,:;' ":: ahat are callad “generator woras” and

And come what may we must be on our o Sory o B e a2 2™ depicted in “codification” which is analysed
i P and discussed with the pecple.

Juard against insinuations, sometmes in- :
z2nuous, sometimes sly, which are mace to edi ?;t:? !.;g.:caat:;u?ﬁ?tt'l.‘o;heofpe;s%? e&e";"?;
convince us that ieaching reading and K 20 ;

b : nowledge is always at stake, And in
yriung is purely a technical matier, 2 Ques:  pyaching this problem we are bound to in:  Woman who becomes a culiure giaus
uor— training, and that accordingly It g yera0ain, that there must be no in-  leader, considered in relaton o i
shos—7i0t be “mixed up with politics”. The ¢ f o :

S P YIRS ¢ coherence between our political choice and ~ members of the group who are on the way

fact is that education, teaching adults to our practical work as educators. For exam- to literacy, is not that of a transmirter of
knowledge but that of someone who,

And sp, in a society in which “silencc 's
not possible, the function of the man o

read and write, can never be neutral. All 1, Can e ag revolutionary educators act : . on _
edqgano_n PIERIPROSAS, by its very nature, a towards those who are besing educated in through discussion, tries to learn jointly viith
political intention. the same way as colonialist teachers, con-  those who are on the way 10 literacyy **

forming to a colonialist ideclogy, behaved According 10 the political princigles w.,’.’

And so, as the people’s educators and  towards “their’” pupils? When faced with  guide our movement, literacy teacring ssian y —
““candidates for education”’, we should con-  this question, we must not simply tell activity during which, the persons on_the )
stantly be bringing our political choices into  ourselves that we should be different from s o
clearer focus and making sure that there is  colonialist teachers; we must consciously ;
no contradiction between our self-  adopta practice which is totally opposed to L\ o peine 0 dcator, is the
proclaimed objectives and the work we do.  theirs. originator of a method of lceracy teaching wrich
We must be clear-minded about our e colonialist educator usually transmit-  has atracted widespread amention. He develcoec
ultimate aims and clear-minded about those : “e 10 Us,aﬁd it was up to this system, which is based on encourag.ny

- W?IO . adults to become “crticaily conscious™ of ther

for whom our work as educators is intend- . .
ed. And the focus becomes sharper as we situation, in Brazil, Chile and other Latin Amer-
cevote ourselves, in a militant and critical ;anmmi;}w B ol
spirit, to our practical 1asks, and as : _ ' Recife (Brazif) and a visiting professor at Havad,
bout 4 : ed with the United Nations and



















